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Call to Worship: 
Come, people of God, return to the Lord with all your heart. 
We come, seeking mercy, grace, and renewal.                                                                                                           This is a day of repentance, a day to remember our mortality and our need for God.                                   From dust we came, and to dust we shall return—yet God’s steadfast love endures forever.                        The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
We turn to the Lord, for God will not cast us away.                                                                                                 Come, let us worship the One who calls us to be made new. 
We come with open hearts, ready to be shaped by God’s Spirit. 
Opening Prayer: 
Lord, we confess our sins, our shortcomings, and the ways we have turned from You. Wash us clean, renew our spirits, and draw us closer to Your heart. May the ashes we receive today be more than a symbol — may they be a sign of our sincere repentance and our desire to walk in Your ways. As we journey through these forty days, teach us to fast from selfishness, to feast on Your Word, to give generously, and to love deeply. Strengthen us to resist temptation, to seek justice, and to live as witnesses of Your redeeming love. We dedicate this time of worship to You, asking that Your Holy Spirit move among us, awaken our hearts, and prepare us for the joy of Easter morning. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, we pray.  Amen. 
Opening HYMN                                                “Nothing But the Blood”                                                         OGRP 485 
Scripture                                                                     Joel 2:12-18 
Special Music					“Search Me, Lord”				            Steadfast Choir
Meditation  											               Pastor Stacy
Prayer of Repentance 
Heavenly Father, I come before You knowing that I am in need of Your mercy. I have sinned in ways I know and in ways I don’t even realize. But today, as I reflect on the cross, I remember that Jesus carried my sins upon His shoulders—every failure, every mistake, every regret. His love for me was so deep that He endured the pain of Calvary so I could stand forgiven. Lord, I don’t deserve this kind of grace, yet You offer it freely. Wash me clean, restore my heart, and help me live in the freedom of Your forgiveness. Thank You for never giving up on me and for always calling me back to You. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
Imposition of Ashes 
From Ashes come diamonds 
We have moved on from our past and are letting God renew our lives as a new church. Having acknowledged and repented for our mistakes, we now ask God to transform what is broken into something beautiful and bright that will inspire our communities. 
.   
Closing Hymn                                           And Are We Yet Alive                                                                          OGRP 386 
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